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Spanish wines you 
should have in your 

cellar: the top 24
With fine wines of all styles now being produced around Spain’s 

varied regions, it’s a hard task to pick out those with the best 
potential for improving over time. We asked Pedro Ballesteros 
Torres MW and Sarah Jane Evans MW to do just that, whittling  

down a field of 280 to just the two dozen very best wines to keep

What makes wine a superior 
beverage is its capacity to 
improve with age, 
sometimes for a very long 

time. However, there are very few wines 
that have this potential. They need to be 
fine wines, to be soundly structured and 
to have something else that shows up 
with time in bottle. 

There is no precise definition of this 
‘something else’. Therefore, wine writers 
recommend drinking windows based 
upon their own experience. On this 
occasion, Sarah Jane and I decided to do 
something different: to hold a tasting 
with the primary aim of finding the best 
Spanish wines to lay down. We did this 
by tasting two vintages of each wine 
submitted, to help us chart its evolution: 
the current release, alongside a 2012 or 
older vintage.

The following recommended wines 
– all currently available – are very likely to 
improve with cellaring, in our view. They 
comply with three conditions: they are 
premium wines, they are very good now, 
and they got better with bottle ageing. 

Spain is a country of great diversity; 
we thought it would be more useful for 
professionals and consumers to explore 
that diversity, instead of concentrating 
on just a couple of classic regions with a 

clear and demonstrated historic record of 
great ageability. We wanted to show that 
Spain is undergoing a quiet revolution in 
its vine-growing and winemaking 
practices. New places and new grape 
varieties are emerging as potential pillars 
for classic wines with ageability, but as 
yet there is little historic background to 
confirm this impression. We set out to 
check those assumptions against facts, in 
a rigorous comparative tasting. 
Therefore, we tasted wines from a wide 
range of origins – many of them not so 
obvious a choice when looking for wines 
for the cellar, but which have proved 
worth the cellaring effort. 

Voyage of discovery
The most famous wine region, Rioja, 
would have filled five wine lists like this 
without any difficulty. There are many 
Riojas that still taste stunning at over 60 
years old. But other appellations are less 
familiar to wine lovers, so our aim was to 
discover and highlight potential in such 
places as well. In addition, we found 
some superb wines that have been 
transformed by viticulture. We thought it 
was worth including some of those wines 
that are benefiting from Spain’s quiet 
quality revolution, and which are now 
showing great ageing potential.

There are many styles of Spanish wine 
worth cellaring. Red wines obviously 
represent the majority of our selection, 
but the potential in some white wines is 
amazing. Meanwhile, Cava and other 
sparkling wines provide confirmation of 
what we suspected: the best can improve 
in bottle over many years. Comments are 
unnecessary for sweet and fortified 
wines, made with the purpose of lasting 
forever. We received no rosé samples; 
this is on one hand a pity, because we 
know of a few rosé wines with a splendid 
potential; on the other hand, it is quite 
logical, as there are very few wines with 
such capacity.

We tasted 280 wines (140 wines in two 
vintages) to reach this final selection of 
just 24. It was very tough to whittle them 
down; many wines worthy of inclusion in 
this list did not make the cut due to space 
constraints. We would encourage 
readers to take this selection for what it 
is: an exercise to highlight a number of 
wines that we loved and are definitely 
worth cellaring. However, there are many 
other Spanish wines that are very worthy 
of inclusion in your cellar. PBT

Wines are arranged in order of sparkling, 
white then red, then by score and then in 
alphabetical order

1 Gramona, Celler Batlle Brut, Corpinnat 2009 95
£86.99 (2004) Blanco & Gomez 
This 2009 is an undoubted keeper. Even after 10 years 

it’s still tight and yet to reveal its full glories. The 2000 is in 
its prime now, with an astonishing amount of bright fruit, 
particuarly mandarin oranges and apricots, as well as layers 
of brioche and spice; the finish is exceptionally long and 
memorable. I scored the 2000 vintage 96 points. This  
2009 will need rescoring – and upgrading – as it ages.  
Sarah Jane Evans MW Drink 2019-2032 Alcohol 12%

2Juvé & Camps, Gran Juvé, Gran Reserva Brut, 
Cava 2014 93
£33 Ehrmanns, Fortnum & Mason 

An elegant benchmark Cava, which is very expressive, 
creamy and deep, showing an intense fruit base, long 
ageing on lees and a lovely capacity to refine with time. 
Vintage 2012 proved that, being subtler than the 2014. 
Pedro Ballesteros Torres MW Drink 2019-2030 Alc 12%

3 Fillaboa, La Fillaboa 1898 Albariño, Rías Baixas 
2010 96
£28.90 Vinissimus 

Discreet and complex aromas on the nose, subsequently 
showing impressive roundness and subtlety on the palate. 
Multi-layered, with lovely persistent dry herbs and fruit 
tones. Suave texture. We received two 2010 samples, one 
aged on lees for six years, the other for eight. The latter  
was slightly more spicy and intense, while keeping the fruit. 
PBT Drink 2019-2035 Alc 13%

4 Belondrade, Belondrade y Lurton, Rueda 2017 93
£30-£40.60 AG Wines, Concept Fine Wines, Hedonism,  
The Solent Cellar

In the high plains of Castilla y León, Didier Belondrade has 
been working with a mosaic of vineyards for a quarter of a 
century. Fermented and aged in French oak, the Verdejo is 
one of Spain’s finest whites. The 2011 is a rich style; this 2017 
has a lovely minerality. SJE Drink 2019-2030 Alc 13.5%

5 Bodegas de la Marquesa, Valserrano Gran Reserva 
Blanco, Rioja 2013 93
£34.95-£36.95 Davy’s, Private Cellar

Classic white Rioja style, with obvious oak influence and 
elegant oxidative development, offering spice and dried 
fruits rather than a fruity expression. Firm and smooth, long 
and slow. A unique type of wine. I gave one more point to 
the 2009 vintage, with its slightly more persistent finish. PBT 
Drink 2019-2038 Alc 13.5% ➢
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6 Scala Dei, Massipa, Priorat 2014 92
POA H2Vin
The most striking wine of the tasting was the 1991 

Scala Dei white, from a region known for its reds; with 
almost 30 years of age it was impressively youthful. This 
Massipa is the new version. Mainly Garnacha Blanca, with 
some – rare to Priorat – Chenin from a high-altitude single 
vineyard. A fascinating blend of melon, apple, sweet spices 
and a savoury finish. The same winery’s red Cartoixa 2007 
scored 94 points. SJE Drink 2019-2028 Alc 14.5%

7 Hacienda Monasterio, Organic Cosecha,  
Ribera del Duero 2015 95
£45 Ehrmanns, Fortnum & Mason

The 2015 is a wine to love, so unexpectedly refined in the 
powerhouse that is Ribera del Duero. A blend of 78% 
Tempranillo with Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, the oak is 
lightly handled and deliciously elegant, making the palate 
of this youngster wonderfully balanced. Roll back 10 years 
to the 2005 and you’ll discover a finely textured wine with 
brilliant fruit, with 5-10 years ahead of it. One of the rare 
pairs in this tasting where I scored both wines equally. SJE 
Drink 2019-2030 Alc 15%

8  Mustiguillo, Quincha Corral Vino de Pago,  
El Terrerazo, Valencia 2014 95
£55 (2012) Berry Bros & Rudd 

A combination of silky texture and firm tannins leave a 
lasting impression on the palate. Everything is in balance in 
this wine, which is a flagship for Mediterranean styles. The 
2011 is slightly more powerful and sophisticated, still very 
young. PBT Drink 2019-2039 Alc 14.5%

9 Pérez Pascuas, Gran Selección Gran Reserva, 
Ribera del Duero 2014 95
£250 Bancroft Wines 

Powerful but finely grained, still quite oaky but showing 
subtle and complex fruit, and a hint of aromatic 
development potential, with tobacco and dry leaves. 
Possibly too young, but already very enjoyable. The 1994, 
ready to drink but capable of improving in bottle, was 
awarded 97 points. One of those wines to make you fall in 
love with Ribera. PBT Drink 2022-2044 Alc 14%

 10 Daniel Landi, El Reventón, Castilla y León 2016 95
£42.50 (ib)-£63.80 BI, Hedonism 
There are some wines that are hard to put away 

because they are just too good now. El Reventón is one such. 
From Cebreros, north of Madrid, from year to year the wines 
show greater refinement. The 2011 was a fine beginning to 
this project, but the 2016 is marvellously complex: fresh, 
dark, herbal and supple. SJE Drink 2020-2030 Alc 14.5% ➢
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 11 Dominio de Los Cerezos, Van Gus Vana,  
Bierzo 2012 94
N/A UK See Facebook 

A great archetype of Mencía from Bierzo, with nice rusticity 
on the nose, intense red berry fruit aromas and a bit of 
meatiness. Firmly structured, with soft acidity and great 
density. Distinctive. The 2010 earned the same score, being 
less dense but rounder. PBT Drink 2019-2027 Alc 13.5%

 12 Marqués de Riscal, Barón de Chirel Reserva, 
Rioja 2015 94
£79.99 Ellis Wines, Fine Wine Direct 

Distinctive style, with hints of cassis, a floral touch, quite 
complex. On the palate it is finely textured, smooth but firm, 
very deep and long. Definitely a wine to keep. The 2004, 
starting to open, got 97 points – a benchmark, it will 
develop over many years. PBT Drink 2025-2045 Alc 15%

 13 Vinyes Domènech, Teixar Vi de FInca, Montsant 
2015 94
£43 (2014) Vinissimus 

Teixar gets ever better – a modern classic in the land of 
Garnachas. It’s made from the rare ‘hairy’ Garnacha Peluda 
and delivers redcurrant fruit, garrigue, spice and power. 
There’s a warm lick of alcohol to the finish. Foursquare, it’s 
built to last. The 2009 retains the glorious density of fruit, 
with a firm grip, alongside notes of minerality. SJE  
Drink 2021-2030 Alc 15%

 14 Aalto, PS, Ribera del Duero 2017 93
£53.33 (ib) Justerini & Brooks 
Mariano García’s wines are not for drinking young. 

His lengthy residence at Vega Sicilia proved that.  
At Aalto he has proved the same – especially with the top PS 
wine. The 2017 vintage is as expected: bright with fine oak, 
but the plump, sweet fruit makes it approachable. The 2011 
sparkles: the oak is integrated. A polished wine, which is 
worth the wait. SJE Drink 2022-2030 Alc 14.5%

 15 Cámbrico, Rufete Granito, Sierra de Salamanca 
2014 93
£52.95 Berkmann 

Warm, strong and very intense. Balanced with rich tannins 
and fair acidity. Original and attractive, an impressive wine.  
I preferred the current vintage to the 2006, but admired the 
freshness and complexity in the older wine, an indication of 
great potential. PBT Drink 2019-2028 Alc 14% ➢
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 16 Enrique Mendoza, Las Quebradas,  
Alicante 2014 93
£24.06 Decántalo 

Redolent of blackberry fruit and a little prune, the wine 
indicates great power on the nose, but in the mouth it 
becomes delicate and smooth, with a subtle slow finish.  
An amazing Monastrell. I preferred the 2011 vintage, which 
was even rounder on the palate, with a delicious finish. PBT 
Drink 2019-2031 Alc 14%

 17 Pago de Carraovejas, Cuesta de las Liebres, 
Ribera del Duero 2014 93
£137.96 Vinissimus

Finely knitted with a grained texture; silky and smooth.  
This is quite powerful but finely balanced on the finish.  
A benchmark for great wine from Ribera’s ‘golden mile’.  
I found the 2005 slightly warmer, clearly young, about to be 
ready in a few years’ time. PBT Drink 2020-2029 Alc 14.5%

 18 Torres, Grans Muralles, Conca de Barberà, 
Catalonia 2015 93
£53.13 (ib, 2010) Christopher Keiller 

Restrained aromatic expression, with red and blackberry 
fruits. Very tightly grained and incredibly dense, with notes 
of garrigue, lavender, dried herbs and refined 
Mediterranean aromatics. Joyous. This wine needs a very 
long time to open up. I found the 1996 (96 points) wonderful 
and almost ready to drink, while 2015 should be kept for a 
long time. PBT Drink 2025-2042 Alc 14%

 19 Can Xanet, Cumas, Mallorca 2016 92
N/A UK www.canxanet.com
Delightfully fresh; a blast of Mediterranean air 

from this young Mallorcan winery, which only started in 
2011, with young vines. It has leapt ahead with the help of 
experienced consultants. The inaugural 2011 vintage 
showed promise, however the 2016 is at an altogether 
higher level. Mantonegro is a delicate grape variety: look for 
finesse and florality. SJE Drink 2019-2027 Alc 12%

20 Castillo de Cuzcurrita, Cerrado del Castillo, 
Rioja 2015 92
£53.50 (2011) Christopher Keiller 

Amazing concentration here; the style is kind of in-between 
Rioja and Ribera del Duero, very juicy and stylish, with good 
persistence. The 2011 was a bit more powerful, possibly less 
nuanced, but equally good. PBT Drink 2019-2030 Alc 14.5%
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21Jean Leon, Vinya La Scala Gran Reserva 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Penedès 2013 92
£39.75 (2012) Decántalo 

An exuberant youngster even after its two years in French 
and American oak, and three years in bottle, Cabernet 
Sauvignon with a Mediterranean spin. A popular style. 
Develops into a fine middle age: the palate of the 2001 
vintage is rounded with smooth tannins and still showing 
the vigour of the dark Cabernet fruit, from a vineyard that 
was planted in 1963. SJE Drink 2021-2030 Alc 14%

22Numanthia, Termanthia, Toro 2012 92
£120.36 (ib)-£181.67 Farr Vintners, Justerini  
& Brooks, Millésima, ND John 

The very model of the iron fist in a velvet glove. Toro is never 
going to be shy, Termanthia least of all. The comparison 
between the 2012 and 2006 was one of the great contrasts 
of this tasting. The 2012 had still to settle, with drying 
tannins; 2006 by contrast showed real promise. Termanthia 
is definitely one that will benefit from careful storage in the 
cellar. SJE Drink 2022-2028 Alc 15%

23Paixar, Mencía 2015 92
£36.85 Gourmet Hunters 
Every Spanish cellar selection needs fine 

Mencía, and with 16 years of age Paixar proved its worth. 
Floral, elegant and textured without dominant oak, it is 
impressively lively. This 2015 is an altogether more 
concentrated wine, with succulent fruit – fine now, but will 
blossom over the years. SJE Drink 2019-2029 Alc 14%

24 Altolandon, CF, Manchuela 2014 91
N/A UK www.altolandon.com 
A real rarity in Spain, this 100% Cabernet Franc 

is a welcome surprise. The 2011 vintage has alluring floral 
aromatics and a plump, rich palate; the finish is elegantly 
controlled with a savoury sign-off. The youngster 2014 is 
more obviously oaky and still needs time to settle. SJE 
Drink 2021-2029 Alc 14% D
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Sarah Jane Evans MW is one of our three Decanter World 
Wine Awards Co-Chairs and a former Chairman of the 
Institute of Masters of Wine. A member of the Gran 
Orden de Caballeros del Vino, her most recent book is 
The Wines of Northern Spain (Infinite Ideas 2018).

Pedro Ballesteros Torres MW is a DWWA joint Regional 
Chair for Spain, a member of the Gran Orden de 
Caballeros del Vino and is on the governing board of the 
Spanish Tasters’ Union.
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